The complex field of interplay between vasoactive agents.
Lai et al. provide important new information regarding the interaction between the sympathetic and renin-angiotensin systems in the regulation of glomerular afferent arteriolar contractility. Their study demonstrates a calcium-independent enhanced contractile response to angiotensin II following norepinephrine administration. The interplay between the norepinephrine- and angiotensin II-stimulated pathways could potentially be important in physiological as well as pathophysiological situations with increased sympathetic nervous system activity, such as hypertension.